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NASHVILLE, TN - September 11, 2026 - 

The Law Office of Jeffrey Jackson has issued guidance for Nashville and Davidson County defendants on

two legal factors that frequently determine the outcome of drug cases in Tennessee: the Drug-Free School

Zone Act and the distinction between constructive and actual possession.

Under Tennessee's Drug-Free School Zone Act (T.C.A. § 39-17-432), a felony drug offense committed within

1,000 feet of a school, daycare center, public library, recreational center, or park is elevated by one

classification, meaning a Class C felony becomes a Class B felony and a Class D felony becomes a Class C

felony. The Tennessee Supreme Court confirmed in State v. Linville (2022) that this enhancement applies

regardless of whether the defendant intended to commit the offense in the zone or even knew they were

within its boundaries. Because much of Davidson County falls within 1,000 feet of a protected facility,

Nashville defendants arrested in residential neighborhoods, apartment complexes, or commercial corridors

may face enhancement triggered by proximity alone, making the geographic facts of an arrest as significant

as drug quantity or type.

The firm notes that the enhancement has drawn prosecutorial reconsideration in Nashville. Following reforms



to the Act, the Nashville District Attorney's Office pursued resentencing for 21 Davidson County defendants in

one wave, removing school zone enhancements and saving an estimated 198 prison years. As a Nashville

Drug Crimes Lawyer, founding attorney Jeffrey Jackson draws on more than seven years as a Nashville

Assistant District Attorney to identify which enhancement arguments the DA's office pursues aggressively and

which it has retreated from.

A second contested element is possession itself. Tennessee drug charges require proof of either actual

possession, meaning drugs found on a defendant's person or immediate belongings, or constructive

possession, which the Tennessee Supreme Court defined in State v. Ross as the ability to exercise dominion

and control over drugs not on the defendant's person. Constructive possession is most commonly disputed

when drugs are found in a shared vehicle, hotel room, or residence with multiple occupants.

"As a Nashville ADA, the decision to apply the school zone enhancement often depended on the proximity

evidence and the strength of the underlying charge, and defense attorneys who do not understand how those

charging decisions are made miss the chance to challenge the enhancement before it becomes part of the

formal charge," said Jeffrey Jackson, Founding Attorney at The Law Office of Jeffrey Jackson. "The same is

true of constructive possession. When drugs are found in a car with several occupants or a hotel room rented

by the defendant, the state's strongest evidence is the circumstantial connection, and challenging that

connection requires understanding how prosecutors build their inference chain from arrest through

indictment."

The firm also emphasizes collateral consequences that extend beyond a criminal sentence, including

professional license suspension, loss of federal student aid eligibility, public housing disqualification,

immigration consequences for non-citizen defendants, and enhanced penalties for future charges. The firm

addresses these factors from the initial consultation rather than after a plea is entered.

Drawing on this background, the Jeffrey Jackson Law Nashville Drug Crimes Lawyer team represents

defendants facing simple possession, possession with intent, sale or delivery, manufacturing, and Drug-Free

School Zone enhancement charges throughout Davidson County and surrounding Tennessee counties. Free

consultations are available 24 hours a day.

The Law Office of Jeffrey Jackson is a Nashville criminal defense and family law firm founded by Attorney

Jeffrey Jackson, a former Assistant District Attorney with more than seven years of prosecutorial experience

in the Nashville DA's Office. The firm represents Nashville and Davidson County defendants facing drug

crimes charges, including simple possession, possession with intent, Drug-Free School Zone violations, and

drug trafficking, throughout Davidson County and ten surrounding Tennessee counties.
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prosecutor, we bring insider courtroom insight to every defense. Free consults, 24/7.

Website: https://www.jeffreyjacksonlegal.com/

Email: info@jefferyjohnson.com

Phone: (615) 703-4019


